
Business owner traits and skills: Here are 10 attributes to help you decide if owning 
your own business is a good career choice. 

Should I Start My Own Business?

As a business owner, you can choose a business that you're passionate about, something that aligns with your
interests or hobbies. You'll have the freedom to do what you think is important to sell your products and services while 
growing your business. 
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You want to be passionate about your work.

Starting a new business is an exciting opportunity. Understanding how you work best is important for new business 
owners. You'll be able to choose your working hours and where you work from. Being able to get up and motivate 
yourself is easy when you're passionate about the work you do. 

You are self-motivated.

Business owners manage lots of priorities at once and it's important to have organisational skills. You'll need to have a 
system to stay organised. It's also important to be adaptable, so while you need to have a plan, you'll also need to be 
flexible.

You are organised.

When you first start you may be the only person in your business, so you'll need to be able to work on your own. 
As your business grows, you may want to hire a team, which you'll need to lead towards a common goal. 

You have strong managerial skills.
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Starting a business can be hard, and not everything will be successful the first time. Your lifestyle may change, and 
you may not be able to pay yourself a regular wage when you first start your business. You'll need to be able to keep 
your bigger goals in mind while moving through challenges. 

You are up for a challenge.
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You'll have to perform many different roles and do tasks you might not know how to do at first. You'll need to learn 
new skills or know who to ask for help. 

You don't mind doing things you've never done before.
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Getting feedback can be hard, but it's an important part of growing as a business owner. Being able to take feedback, 
especially from customers, will help you improve your business. You'll also have to learn to give feedback if you decide 
to employ staff. 

You don't mind getting feedback.
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Meet Our Entrepreneurship Facilitator: Davina Bambrick 
Since 2021, Davina has been the Business Skills Tutor and more recently will take 
on an expanded role as the Startup Northern Rivers Liaison. Davina combines her 
commercial experience with local start-ups and NFP’s and is involved as a Non- 
Executive Director for two organisations in these sectors. Davina is passionate 
about community enterprises and has used her experience to mentor emerging 
business students.

Should I Start My Own Business?

You'll always be learning as a small business owner. It's ideal for someone who is open to learning and has a curiosity 
about how things work. 

9 You are open to learning new things.

As a business owner, you'll need to be flexible. Your plans might change, and good business owners are able to take 
advantage of opportunities. 

You have an open mind.
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Solving problems is part of running a business. The best business owners enjoy this challenge and can come up with 
new ways to solve problems, or know when to ask for help. 

You like to solve problems.


